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An old Skokomish lady says the great flood came
because some of the people were bad.




Among those bad people were sisters

who desired something they shouldn’t.
They wanted to see the Changer.
The three sisters built a very high house.
They made it tall so they could reach the sky.
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They built the house higher and higher.
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By the time the house was finished,
the three sisters could not speak
the same language.
They could not understand each other.
This is why there are so many different languages today.




When the great flood came,
the three sisters drifted away.
But the good people were told
how to prepare for the flood.




First the people made ropes of cedar.
The people tied the ropes to their canoes
and fastened them to a mountain near the canal.
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When the world became flooded,
the Skokomish people floated higher and higher
into the Olympic mountains.




The water rose until the mountains disappeared.
Some of the ropes to the mountain broke,

and the canoes drifted away.
The other canoes stayed tied to the mountain.
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The people who broke loose kept their canoes tied together
until they drifted to the country of the Salish Indians.
And there they stayed.
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After the waters had gone down,
the Changer came to make over the world.




He transformed the three bad sisters
into a mountain with three peaks.
It is now called Sisters Peak.
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The Skokomish people who had stayed tied to the mountain
settled on a bay near the Seattle area.
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One day a long time after the flood,
some Skokomish people were traveling.
They heard some strangers talking in their language.
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When the strangers spoke to them, they said,
“We are the people who drifted away during the flood”
And that is why the Skokomish and Salish
speak the same language.
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JEANNE EVERNDEN

donnne Evernden is o Skokomish Indian nod wns boro and
rinod an the Skokomink reservation mear the Hood Caonl in
Washington. he grodunted from [rene 5. Reed High School
in Shelion and nitended Hoskell Indian School for two
yeitrs, where she took commerdin] courses. She has managed
this Tribal Smokes Shop mnd ia now setively involved in the
HSkokomish Language Fruject, which s developing an unn-
bridged Skckomish dictionary: She nlse s the mother af
pight children nnd hopes The Indinn Resding Bariea will
become o permonent part of the shooling sveltein eeauss
“Indinn history and invelvement ars very important to our
valmng peaple”

BRUCE MILLER

Herues Miller, n Skokomish Indian, has held art exhibitions
im Eurnpe, Booth Amarics and throoghouot the United
Btaies, He wae nominated or the Indian Arts Commission
Baard for the Winshington Stote Arts Commission, won the
Warhington Bieentenninl Playwrite foward for his play
Changer, and recontly completed n sereenplay, The Lord of
thi Hopse of the Marmed, to be pired as an EXXON special
oo the UES netwark. He prosentily is Director of the Skoko-
mish Tribal Learning Center, hna served a8 Ceardinniar bor
thie Skokominh Title IV Program and wea Human Relatians
Specialist and Counselor for the Ssattle Public Schooks. He
lsn hss notod with theaber grougs aisch as Mptive Amarican
Thester Ensemble (New York) and Red Esrth Performing
Arta Compony (Seattle), He attended the nstitaty of Armsr-
{ean Imdinn Aris, Californin Colloge of Arts pnd Crafts, and
Ulniversity af Califbenis st Borkeles In addition, he las
recil vl special training in stage direction and acting tech-
nilgue from, among others, Geraldine Page, Peter Hrook
[thres time winnsy at Caonnes Film Festival (ar best dinoe-
tigni and Tems O'Horgan (director of Godaped], Hogr and
Wi Christ Superatar;

WILMA PETTY

‘Wilma Petiy, n Bkokomish Indinn, was born and raised on
the Skokominh reservation. Bhe gradonted from Chemawa
Indinn Schaol in 1536 and hns token advanoed courdework
in child psycholbogx She has served a8 Home Schoal Coor-
dimator for Project Head Starl and Superisar of the Skoko-
imiah Summer Becreation Progrom. For the post five years
she has been & Teacher's Aide ok Hood Canal School amd 1=
currently involved in the Bkokomish Langunge Project,
which & developing a distionary of Lhe Skekomish lan-
puage. As the maither of five children, sbe “wouald like 1o see

The [ndian Reading Series in pulilic schooks for pon-ladian
ms wall & Inidian ehildron”



Booklets available in the Level II sequence are listed below. Numbers refer to the planned sequence of use
in the Teacher’s Manual. Materials developed by these tribes and others in the Northwest are included in

the Lovels I and ITI sequences.

1 End of Summer
Crow Tribal Historical and Cultural
Commission

2 Thunder and the Mosquito
Muckleshoot Tribe

3 Why the Codfish Has a Red Face
Skokomish Tribe

4 How Wildcat and Coyote Tricked Each
Other
Shoshone-Bannock Tribes of the
Fort Hall Reservation

5 Pat Learns About Wild Peppermint
Blackfeet Tribe

6 Picture Writing
The Confederated Tribes of the
‘Warm Springs Reservation of Oregon

7 Grandma Rides in the Parade
Crow Tribal Historical and Cultural
Commission

8 The Bob-Thiled Coyote
Northern Cheyenne Tribe

9 The Great Flood
Skokomish Tribe

10 The Rainbow
The Confederated Tribes of the
Warm Springs Reservation of Oregon

11 The Time the Whale Came to Jackson’s
Bay
Skokomish Tribe

12 Coyote and the Man Who Sits On Top
Salish Cultural Committee of
The Confederated Salish and
Kootenai Tribes of the Flathead
Reservation

13 The Crow
Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes of the
Fort Peck Reservation

14 Tépee, Sun and Time
Crow Tribal Historical and Cultural
Commission

15 Water Story
Crow Tribal Historical and Cultural
Commission

16 How Birds Learned to Fly
The Fourteen Confederated Tribes
from the Yakima Nation

17 Napi and the Bullberries
Blackfeet Tribe
18 How Cottontail Lost His Tail
The Confederated Tribes of the
Warm Springs Reservation of Oregon
19 Being Indian Is
The Confederated Tribes of the
Warm Springs Reservation of Oregon
20 Why Animals and Man Can No
Longer Talk to One Another
The Confederated Tribes of the
Warm Springs Reservation of Oregon

For order information and prices of the above booklets and the Teacher’s Manual, contact the publisher:

Educational Systems, Inc.
2360 Southwest 170th Street
Beaverton, Oregon 97005

(503) 649-7516



THE INDIAN READING SERIES:
Stories and Legends of the Northwest




