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A long time before our grandfathers were born,
all the animals of the forest and prairie

and all the birds of the air
held a big council meeting.



They built a big fire and made the flames
go as high as the trees.

All the animals seated themselves in a circle
around the fire.

They started talking about who could make
the greatest speed when traveling.






Puffing on his long pipe, Fox stood up and said,
“I can run so swiftly that every bush and wildflower
bow down as I pass.

They think I am their ruler, the wind.

I can travel so fast that the wind goes to rest
in his lodge behind the heavens.”






After puffing on his pipe, Eagle stood up to speak.

“I can travel swiftly too.

I can go so fast that I keep the wind under my wings
as I beat a pathway across the sky.

He cannot escape me.

I am the wind.”

Soon all the animals and birds began to talk at once.

They talked loudly.

The air was shaking with their voices.

No one heard what the others were saying.
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Finally, the big fire began to die.
Everyone was worn out from talking too much.
But Wild Horse and Buffalo began the argument
all over again.
“My hooves are the greatest and can make
the grass blades tremble,” said Buffalo.
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“My hooves are even faster,” said Wild Horse.

“When I run, my mane is more beautiful than yours.
It waves like prairie grass in the wind.”

“When I run,” said Buffalo, “I travel so fast
no one can see my mane in the wind.”
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Chief Bear said, “The two of you shall run a race.”
The race took place the next night,
when all the world was asleep.
The moon shone brightly to make light.
Every tree was excited.
All the birds of the air stood about to witness the race,
and they were excited.
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The race wason!

At first, Buffalo took the lead.

He lowered his head and made snorting noises
like a thousand bullfrogs.

He blinded Wild Horse with his dust.



A

5

£

13



14

By midnight, Wild Horse was gaining on Buffalo.
The little horse galloped closer and closer.

His pretty mane and tail looked like wings.

All the animals and birds cheered them on.

They said they would cheer whoever won.
The racers were neck and neck
as the dust rose higher and higher.
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At last Wild Horse was ahead of Buffalo.

The finish line was just ahead.

With his last breath, Wild Horse leaped over the finish line
and won the race!
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The smoke-like dust the racers stirred up
went into the sky and remained there.
18 Today the people call it the Milky Way.
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